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b 1442

Mr. BLUMENAUR and Mr. HOUGH-
TON changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to 
‘‘present.’’

So (two-thirds having voted in favor 
thereof) the rules were suspended and 
the resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Nos. 
455 and 456, I was emavoidably detained. 
Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘Yea.’’

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman 
Williams, one of his secretaries. 

HEALTH RESEARCH AND QUALITY 
ACT OF 1999 

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, by direction 
of the Committee on Rules, I call up 
House Resolution 299 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 299
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2506) to amend 
title IX of the Public Health Service Act to 
revise and extend the Agency for Health Care 
Policy and Research. The first reading of the 
bill shall be dispensed with. General debate 
shall be confined to the bill and shall not ex-
ceed one hour equally divided and controlled 
by the chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Commerce. After 
general debate the bill shall be considered 
for amendment under the five-minute rule. It 
shall be in order to consider as an original 
bill for the purpose of amendment under the 
five-minute rule the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the 
Committee on Commerce now printed in the 
bill. Each section of the committee amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be 
considered as read. No amendment to the 
committee amendment in the nature of a 
substitute shall be in order except those 
printed in the portion of the Congressional 
Record designated for that purpose in clause 
8 of rule XVIII and except pro forma amend-
ments for the purpose of debate. Each 
amendment so printed may be offered only 
by the Member who caused it to be printed 
or his designee and shall be considered as 
read. The Chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole may: (1) postpone until a time during 
further consideration in the Committee of 
the Whole a request for a recorded vote on 
any amendment; and (2) reduce to five min-
utes the minimum time for electronic voting 
on any postponed question that follows an-
other electronic vote without intervening 
business, provided that the minimum time 
for electronic voting on the first in any se-
ries of questions shall be 15 minutes. At the 
conclusion of consideration of the bill for 
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the 
House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
committee amendment in the nature of a 
substitute. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. 

b 1445
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

PEASE). The gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. GOSS) is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, for purposes 
of debate only, I yield the customary 30 
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Rochester, NY (Ms. 
SLAUGHTER) pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, 
Mr. Speaker, all time yielded is for the 
purpose of debate only. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a fair and appro-
priate rule for this particular legisla-

tion. In fact, had it not been for the 
amount of money H.R. 2506 authorizes, 
doubling the current authorization 
level to $900 million, the bill would 
have been considered under the suspen-
sion process. The bill was voted out of 
the Committee on Commerce by a 
voice vote and the Committee on Rules 
reported a modified open rule to ensure 
that no extraneous amendments to the 
Public Health Service Act would be 
considered. The rule allows any Mem-
ber who has preprinted an amendment 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD to offer 
that amendment. This will ensure a 
full and open, yet targeted debate on 
the merits of this particular agency 
covered by this legislation. 

When the Agency for Health Care 
Policy and Research, AHCPR as it is 
known in its acronym, was created in 
1989, the health care universe looked 
far different than it does today. Tradi-
tional fee for service plans still domi-
nated the market and managed care 
was still very much in its infancy pe-
riod. Utilization review, peer review, 
these were largely unknown concepts, 
at least fully tried or tested. H.R. 2506 
modernizes the agency to reflect these 
and other changes and provides re-
sources to enable more effective collec-
tion of data. 

Many Americans sitting at home 
watching may be wondering why we 
need yet another Federal agency in-
volved in health care quality. Well, 
health care quality is a critical issue 
these days. As someone who has always 
believed that Congress too often stands 
in the way of true health care quality, 
I share concern with the people at 
home who are worried about this. To 
the extent that this ‘‘reformed’’ agency 
can promote better research and en-
courage successful partnerships be-
tween the public and private sectors 
with limited Federal red tape, it can be 
a worthy investment. And, of course, 
that is the goal. But we must retain 
vigorous oversight and maintain high 
expectations to ensure that these pre-
cious taxpayer dollars are indeed put 
to good use. Again, we think that is the 
reason for this legislation and we con-
gratulate its authors for this effort. 

As I stated before, this is an emi-
nently fair rule that should engender 
no controversy as far as I know. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my distinguished colleague from 
Florida for yielding me the 30 minutes, 
and I yield myself such time as I may 
consume.

Mr. Speaker, this is an ‘‘almost 
open’’ rule, for the majority has again 
relied on a preprinting requirement for 
amendments which may affect some 
Members of the House. But I rise in 
support of the rule and in support of 
H.R. 2506, the Health Research and 
Quality Act of 1999. The bill is being 
brought to the floor by the gentleman 
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